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RIP-ROARING WESTERN ADVENTURE! 
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MONTE HALE WESTERN 



'nevermind , 

HELPING yu CCkl 
THAT HOMBRE'* , 

MOUTS HALE l 

let's ripe ' 


































|ft / I SUES# THOSE \ 1 { I'M MAN BURTON/ I'Ve BEEN RUNNING 1 

f,ii\ , / BUZZARPS WILL \B | THE GAZETTE SINSLE-HANDED SINC» 1 

ll\ ,l 'n! / FLAP BACK TO I MY FATHER DIED SIX MONTHS ASO/I 7 

* m THEIR ROOST MINUS II WAS SETTING TYPE WHEN I •,-FT 

IB V_ A FEW. PIN, <_V| | NOTICED THOSE THREE /THAT'S \ 

S Pm FSSn. ( FEATHERS/ ,) fed V MEN LURKING- I-STRANSE' 1 

I j ||g|gfa^ig^ >—- Jf OUTSIDE/ ^ THEY WOULDN'T SET i 

^ 1 RECO&NIZED ONE OF Y MONTE HALE'S THE 

THEM AS CHUCK HAWLEY \ HANDLE,NAN/WHEN 
FROM THIS PLACARD WE A FUGITIVE LIKE 

PRINTED SEVERAL MONTHS / HAWLEY COMES OUT 

A60/ I SOT PANICKY AND /OF HIDINS, IT'S A P- 

SNATCHED UP THE <-SURE BET HE'S J jj 

SHOTGUN.' THANKS (PLANNING -- <~f* 

FOR HELPIN& ME, ^/SOMETHING ) 

~T MR... / y -; ■■ BIO/ r~^t 

dSt /iHc JffiMfll 

/rp^r dpivA- 

I BUT MEANWHILE, YUCCA COMES TO 

| AND LURKS OUTSIDE—LISTENINS / 


^CHECKING UP, HAH? \ 

MAYBE HE'LL BE - /TT~-^s. 

SLIPPING UP, WHEN / 

CHUCK HAWLEY / 

HEARS ABOUT IT.^^ 

<50655 I'LL CLOSE SHOP NOW.' \I THINK yoU'pNl 

IT'S A LONG RIDE TO MY RANCH BETTER HAVE 1 
ON PANTHER CREEK/ SINCE J AN ESCORT ✓ ft 

YOU PLAN TO BE HERE -- x NAN / THOSE JN 

LATER/ MONTE/ I'LL ) OWLHOOTS MIGHT /I 

5|T LEAVE THE DOOR J BE PLANNING mggsA 

UNLOCKED/ Y=jjj^ ANOTHER/ J ".j 

j :j - 






























monte hale western 



IT'S ALMOST A SENSE OF OUT// 

\ THE GA2BTTE HASN'T MISSED 
'AN ISSUE SINCE GRANDFATHER 
STARTED IT OVER FIFTY /EARS 
AS O.' BUT I'M AFRAID THAT rr 
--—7 WON'T LAST/ M 




^HEAR THAT? 'T SIMMER DOWN- 

THERE'S A RIDER ) IT'S YU CCA! 

C°MIN_S THIS ) y 


Meanwhile, at a.remote 


TTve planned this 
\ JOB DOWN TO THE 
- | LAST DETAIL.' IF 
J HALE HAPPENS TO 
LEARN ABOUT IT--- 
THAT'S Mi FUNERAL.' 


you COYOTES DON'T \ HE /S,EH? 
DESERVE A TIP AFTER ] BOYS, SOME- 
RUNNING OUT ON ME /y THING TELLS 
BUT I HEARD HALE \ ME WE'RE GOIN 
SAY HE'S MOSEYING \TO HAVE ACLEA 


AIMED RIGHT A" 
HEAD WHEN I 

f-/ STEP6 
























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



IF THINGS COME T< 
SHOWPOWN FIGHT, 
MUCH RATHER KNOW 
7 YOU'RE HERB' 


\ i hate to see you 
' RISKING PANGER 
ALONE, MONTE—ON 
My account/ won't 
you CHANGE YOUR 




—3 GALOOT DOESN'T KNOW ^ 
, BUT HE'S HEADING STRA/GHT 
ro AN AMBUSH*'AND WE'RE 
>T RISKING OUR H/DES TO A 
SWING IT EITHER / 


START the press! 
A FEW TURNS WILL 
RIP THE BARS — 
CLEAN OFF THE fM 

BTL bank 'j — 








































monte hale western 



REACH! PLANT1NO THAT GUM-' 
trap wag a suck idea, n 
CHUCK/TOO BAD,——— 

for you it —--'BALLS of 

MISSED/ W FIRE! HE'S 

■■■ pi ££eN PLAY- 


HALE? Y-YOU! 
SUN HIM DOWN, 
YUCCA! FOR 
KEEPS! ^ 


SwwwX 

MY HANl>! ' 
QUICK, PRILL 
JIIM,8oSS.y ( 


TMONTE! 
are y-you 

ALL RIGHT? 































MONTE HALE WESTERN 


AS THE FLYWHEEL TURNS, AND THE 
ROPE SCREECHES UNPER THE STRAIN - 


rE SAYING 


rSTbcKMOTS 


I CAN'T MAKE A BREAK 
NOW, WITHOUT PUTTING 
NAN IN DANGER.' ■.v.-.i 


SHOOTING IRONS.' 
SO GET GOINS, ■ 
[HALE SLOW/ 


l J!MSON WEEP/ 


/howYa big hombre M 
SOME I LIKE YOU WAS 
HOT_/MAPE FOR WORK, 
=E, (HALE/ HOP OVER 
<? j TO THAT SPRING 
__VAND FILL THIS POT.' 

(.THE BOYS HANKER 


SLUGS/ 
































^HAA-MAf THERE'S^ 
NOTHING LIKE A SENSE 
OF HUMOR / HA A-HA! 
yOU'RE PLUMB KILLING 
ME, BOSS/ -- 


A JIMSOH BURR l 

THAT SIDEWINDER HAS 
PULLED AN OLD INDIAN 
TRICK/ BOILED JlMSON 
apiiy HITS LIKE A 1 
SLEDGE HAMMER/ 


WITH SUSPICION 
FLASHING LIKE 
A LIGHTNING 
BOLT, CHOCK 
STAGGERS TO 



























MONTE HALE WESTERN 


f JUST IN CASE. ONE 
SLEPGE HAMMER ISN'T 
ENOUGH, HAWLE>V _ 
.HERE'S Af/OTHER.' J 


Monte.' 

quick.' 

STOP 


HAH.' I THOUGHT yOU'D BE ^ 

FOOL ENOUGH TO LIGHT AFTER 
ME WITHOUT A SIX-SUN / 

yOUVE REACHEP THE _IT 

m , ( ENP OF yOUR ; 

B|Bk^ ROPE, HALE • I OME ] 


STRANSE.' CHUCK POESN'T 
SEEM TO BE PRESSING HlS 
H_ BRONC VERy HARP/ 


GROSSy/ 


























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



























MONTI HALl WESTERN 



HERE COME$ 
GASBV HAysS., 


P OF RAWHIPE'S EAR , 

.■•o-- '..’ kanjl UM.ua/ 

SETS INTO TROUBLE 
BECAUSE HE WS TOO 
MUCH- THIS TIME IT IVAS 
PIFFERENT. ' HE TALXEP 

too little, anp thus 

SOT INTO THE CLUTCHES 
OF THOSE NOTORIOUS , 

outlaid, yam anp yasej 


BONES, CORKERi 
THIS HERE'S A 
MATTER OF LIFE 
ANP... ANP... ,, 
AHHH -CtfOOoU 


RECKON IT'S TrECKON SO.. ABAeR" A'Ay. 1 ANP 

BEIN' SHIPPEP , THE REST OF THE W/W, 

out By staoe?Jjc>te it; hehi hen . 1 ^ 





























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



THIS IS My NElV STEAM VATORIZOK! 
TAKE IT HOME! JUST FEFORE YOU 
60 TO EEP, LET A LITTLE MITE Ol 
STEAM OUT FROM THE WLl/E ! , 
NOT TOO MUCH. MlNP VOU| 


TOC, IEE 60PPA 
PERRISLE GOLPi. 
AHHHHH ■CHOOOl 


YOU'RE IN LUCK, 
SAB&y! IVE JUST 
INVENTEP A NEW ,, 
MACHINE FOR COLPS’J 


what Tfr woulp explode! you 

WOULD, WOULDN'T gE WORRIED 
HAPPEN ABOUT yORB COLV. 
THEN? jANy MORE, //OS/O' 


THIS HERE CONTRMPT/ON'S KlNPA 
DANGEROUS, KJT I'LL TR/SK , 
ANYTHING TO SHEP THIS COLD,. 


THIS! IT'LL SHORE, 
CURE YOUR CDLP, 

1 UNLESS.you LET TOO 
MUCH ST64MOUTAT , 
once! ^ 















































MONTI HAH WBTttN 



t PiNfi 
PTLY. | 
THE , 
BAPMEM 
600N 
REACH 
A GOOD 

spot 

ALONG 
THE TRAIL 
TO AMPUSH 
GABBY' 


.tonYblct) 


"hey, YOU ORNERY, 

owlhootp! mn* 

THE BIG IDEA? , 






































MONTI MAU WHIBH 



fi) SHARP wees OP 

METAL CUTS THE 


PONT 


ITEM IS KINPA BLINDlNS, BUT,' 
s till see you TWO COYOTES. 1 , 


I'LL FIX you CUSSED SIDEWINDERS. 1 
YOU BUSTED UP MY COLD CURE 
CONTRAPTION; NOW I'LL PEOBABLy 


^ CATCH puh-nqo-Monee; 


I'M RIDING AHEAP OF 71 
TO PROTECT THE GOLD SHIPMENT.' 
.BUT HOW ABOUT YOU? 































'look! *H«T) 
> trying to < 
TEACH HIMJ| 
\TO BLOW-TS 


t fleer's BUBBLE BUBBLE gl 

MAKES THE BIGGEST BUBBLES) 
\ON LAND OR SEA! J H - 


f LET THAT BEY* 
A LESSON To S. 
YOU. SMALL FRYy 


/ONLYS 

FLEER'S- 


^ONLy\ 

BUBBLE - 
'BUBBLE* 


(HAKES 

BUBBLES 

v BUBBLE'y 


/carries 

< THESE 

funnies' 


LOOK FOR CRACKER 1 

JACK at AMUSEMENT 
PARKS-CIRCUSESBALL 
GAM ES-CARNIVALS- 
ZOOS-RESORTS-DEPOTS 
ON CONFECTION COUNTERS 
IN CANDY, DRUG and 
. GROCERY STORES 


/YOU GET SO 
MUCH MORE FOR 
_ YOUR MONEY 
IN CRACKER 
' JACK ! 


% SAILOR BOYS 
f FROM 2 BOYES 
OF CRACKER 
^ JACK 


THE CRACKER JACKCO. 
PLAY BOOK DESK 40 
4800 W. 661S STREET 
CHICAGO-38- ILLINOIS. 





























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



in the way— GOPHER GRAHAM, 
the ruthless master outlaw who 
always did his dirty work unde, 
the ground.' 

Ride with MONTE HALE as 
he digs beneath the surface to 
battle with his old enemy... 

THE GOPHER// 




























MONTE HALE WESTERN 


f A CHANCE FOR AN \ 

\ ( ARMY SUPPLY CONTE ACT f 
/ HAS COME UP ' A J ’ 
// THOU SANP STEERS FOR \ 
FORT CRAIG WITHIN THE \ 
V ’WEEK / THE GENT YOU SAW 

J^- --T WAS A NEIGHBOR 

' I SEE/ ANP*7 OF MINE, < 
HE'S AIMING l SLEPGE MASON/ 

AT THE SAME y _X' 

Sw CONTRACT ? 


'TH AT is RIGHT—'ANP HE'S 
PETERMINEP TO GET IT/ 

, MONTE, I'D APPRECIATE IT 
IF YOU COULP STICK WITH 
w ME TILL I GET MY HERP 

-. THROUGH *TO 

f IT'LL V FORT CRAIG. 


y SHUCKS, THAT'S ALL 
RIGHT, JEP/ BUT WHAT'S IT 
ALL ABOUT? YOU ANP THAT 
HOMBRE BOTH SOU N PEP 
MAP ENOUGH TO CHEW r 
V ^ NAILS/ J 


HOW FAR PO 
WE HAVE TO 
, GO, J5P? \ 


ONLY THIRTY MILES, MONTE/ 
BUT IT'S THROUGH THE HILLS 


Put, AT THIS MOMENT, MONTE 
HALE'S KEEN EYES PETECT 
SOMETHING STRANGE / 


HOLES/ LOOK, JEP/ Tl 
FLOOR OF THE PASS 
IS PITTEP WITH —.* 
«• HOLES/ ^ 


LOOMS AHEAP 
FOR JEP BARTON'S 
HERP, WHAT CAN 
MONTE HALE PO? 

























MONTE HALE WESTERN 





IT.' SLEDGE MASON 
WOULD HAVE HAD US 
. OVER A BARREL, 
IP YOU HADN’T 
LL V STARTED THAT 
■ /* SL|PB -' 


r^.-z/peLusE 
m //of rocks 
X/and loose 
/DIRT POURS 
'DOWN THE SLOPE! 


T~/y HALE'S A AND MADS IT \ 
✓y STARTED A SAFE TOR OUR 
~LANDSLIDE.' I STEERS TO SO 
HE'S FILLED/tHROUSH THE ( 
UP THOSE i-^VALLEy.' 1 NEVER 
r) HOLES/J SAW ANYTHING / 


THE 

GOPHERl 
WHO'S , 


\ HE'S A BADMAN WHO ALWAYS 1 
) OPERATES UNDERGROUND, JED.' 

' HE COMMITS HIS CRIMES BY DIGGING 
i TUNNELS, BURROWS AND PITFALLS.' 

| HE'S A MASTER ENGINEER.' AND 
HE’S ALWAYS WHERE YOU U 
Wv LEAST EXPECT HIM.' •nggjgH 

























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



BUT WHY X BECAUSE 1 KNOW HE'S IN THIS 
PO you \ REGION SOMEWHERE l AND 
THINK HE'S / because THOSE HOLES WERE 
IN ON THIS >> HIS SIGNATURE.' NO ONE ELSE 
WITH SLEDGE / could HAVE DONE THAT JOB 
. MASON? /BUT GOPHER GRAHAM AND r- 


WHAT DO you 
THINK WE , 
OUGHT TO \ 
DO, MONTE?) 


pHE herd is rounded up 

AGAIN, AND GETS UNDER W>i 


s-J CRAIG, MONTE 1 RECKO 
’SLEDGE AND THE GOPHER 

WERE AFRAID-- 

TO TRY AGAIN /J LOOKS THAI 


YIP/ YIP/ 
KEEP 'EM 
MOVING, a 

■ Boys /J 





























MONTI HALE WESTERN 



J THINK I UNDERSTAND/ 
SOMEHOW THE GOPHER MANAGED 
TO SET THREE HUNDRED STEERS 
AWAy FROM US/CAPT^IN, WHEN 
IS THE DEADLINE FOR BRINGING 
•s ^ THE CATTLE IN? ._ 


/you've still weVs^ 

GOT TWO MORE ) GOT TO/ 
DAys, IF you J LET'S GO, 
CAN DO IT IN T MONTE/ 

N THAT TIME/ /V y 


I’LL BE ABLE TO GET ^ l'M NOT 

THE STOCK TOGETHER J SURE, 
WITHOUT TROUBLE, _y JED/ 
MONTE/ BUT HOW J BUT I'VE 
OO you THINK < GOT A A 
THEY GOT THOSE ] PRETTY \ 


f YOU MEN SEPARATE ! CLINT, 
BRiNG IN THE STOCK ON THE 
NORTH RANGE/ ROD, GET 
THEM OUT OF THE 
V CORNER PASTURE/ -Tg— fS 
PRONTO/ S 


WE'LL TAKE THE SAME 
ROUTE/ BUT I'M , 

GOING TO RIPE.. 


... RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
HERD/ THAT WAY, THERE WON'T BE 
A CLOUD OF DUST/ I'LL BE ABLE i 
TO SEE EVERYTHING CLEARLY/J 

























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



Z&on-e RIDES FOR MILBS IN TH£ CENTER OF 

THE CATTLE / THEIR RAZOR-EDGED HORNE ARE 
SCANT INCHES PROM PARTNER'S FLANKS... 


?6NUV/ V A TUNNEL DEAD AHEAD/ THE 

— —■ CATTLE IN THE MIDDLE OF 

THE HERD ARE GOING DOWN INTO J 
IT... HIDDEN BY THE DUST/ At 


f THE TUNNEL >T 
j ISN'T TOO LONS/ 
THERE'S ANOTHER 
OPENING AHEAP...y 


THIS IS THE GOPHER'S WORK, ALL 
RIGHT/ NO ONE BUT THAT VARMINT 
COULD FIGURE OUT A CATTLE - J 
^STEALING STUNT LIKE THIS/ 


fpHE OUTLAW ARTILLERY ROARS.' 


























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



JT THE BLOW IS A 
<SLANCIN<5 ONE. 


monte; i see you caught up y 
WITH THE SOPHER/WE HEARD J 
S SHOTS, AND CAME FAST/_-<C^ 
^- - -—--tTHAN KS, 

^ v.Aay.N jep -'. 


/ BAH! YOU'LL FIND OUT ' \ 

' ANYWAY, HALE.' MASON WASN'T 
IN ON THIS/. WE HELD HIM ) 
. UP, AND LEFT HIM TIED S 
) IN HIS OWN BARN.' WE \ 
WERE cSOlN<B TO DELIVER. \ 
HIS CATTLE TO FORT CRAIS.' \ 
. BUT YOU SOT IN THE WAY.' 
f WE TRIED THOSE HOLES IN / 
.THE VALLEY -TO STOP you// 


WHEN THAT DIDN'T WOR*0 

I FISURED I'D STEAL J 

YOUR CATTLE WITH.-- 

THE TUNNEL ._'WHICH , 

SCHEME •' WE IT DID — 
FISURED THE ) UNTIL MONTE 
DUST WOULD /RODE IN THE 
KEEP YOU - < CENTER OF 
FROM SEE INS) THE HERD/ 

. IT/ __ s' YOU DIDN'T 

, j-'Tfisure on that; 


f SHUCKS. 1 IT WAS ONLY \ 
' LUCK THAT MY HUNCH WORKED 1 
OUT/ IT WAS 6000 LUCK FOR , 
JED, AND JUST THE OPPOSITE / 
FOR MR. SOPHER/ HE'LL 60 ) 

> BACK TO JAIL WHERE HE / 
BELONSS/AND WE'LL RIDE ] 
OVER TO RELEASE MASON.'/ 
























monte hale western 



It&ontt Hale Is always willing and eager 

taVialn folk*.' Riit iuksn miMawe «Hark VialWwc 


outlaws start helping! 
ges pell-mell into a y 
>—w. f& beasts and smoking 
six-guns to call a final showdown on... 

_ THE OUTLAWS*CAMEL CAVALCADE/ / 


HELP,' T Pont 

WE'RE S MAI 
TRAPPED.' ) YOU 


ii! ONTE HALS, TROUBLE - 
SHOOTING TROUBAPOUR OP 
THE RANGE, AND HIS GREAT 
STALLION, PARPNER, REACT 
INSTANTLY AT THE FIRST SIGN 
OP TROUBLE.' 


SMOKE'S COMING FROM THAT 

schoolhouse; set moving, 

'PARPNER.' WITH THOSE HIPS' 
LIVES AT STAKE, WE HAVEN'T 
A MOMENT TO LOSE.' e——- 






















MONTE HALE WESTERN 


























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



) FINE, DOC/ YOU SEE, 
‘-VTHEIR SCHOOLHOUSE 
ED L. JUST BURNED 
THE ) DOWN, ANP IF. 
ERS/ J VOU COULD GIVE 
_-^A PERFORMANCE 
TO RAISE FUNDS FOR 
A NEW ONE, IT'D FIX 
THINGS RIGHT FOR 
■v - - THEM' 


/ A WONDERFUL IDEA,^N 
/ MONTE.' AND TO BE SURE ) 
OF A SELL-OUT FOR THE 7 

worthy cause— you, J 

MONTS HALE, WILL BE \ 
l THE FEATURED STAR OF J 
THE SHOW,AND 
THE CHILDREN I SUITS ME, \ 
SHALL BE OUR /YOU BIG- l 
S HONORED rp HEARTED OLD 
GUESTS.' SCALAWAG' 


WELL, WELL, IF IT ISN'T My 
GOOD FRIEND,MONTE HALE' 

>~--- 7 HOW ARE 

I'M FINE, DOC, l yOU, MONTE, 

but those 2Si m y soy? 

YOUNGSTERS BACKS__ ✓ 

THERE ARE IN A BIT L 

OF A MESS/ 1 THOUGHT JUS 
MAYBE YOU COULD |/ j 

HELP THEM OUT/ 


THAT'S THE SPIRIT, T WE SURE \ 

FOLKS/ GIVE y WILL, MONTE.' | 

ALL you CAN l MIGHTY GOOD OF 
FOR THE GOOD ) YOU TO HELP THE 
CAUSEKIDS THIS WAY.' 


SI cr KIOHT Ur, FOLKS, 1 

AND SEE THE GREATEST *1 
SHOW ON BARtH AND TAKE 
CARE OF THE YOUNG ONES' 
EDUCATION AT THE SAME 
TIME.' PUT yOUR CON- / 
TRIBUTIONS IN THE BOX, A 
AND PUT IN 

PLENTY/ rx&m\ 


BUT WE STILL COULDN'T MAKE T RIGHT/ 8 UT WE'RE ^ 

A GETAWAY ACROSS THE DESERT J NOT FIXING TO MAKE 
ON OUR BRONCS.' NO HORSE IN J OUR GETAWAY ON 
THE WORLD CAN RIDE IN THE f BRONCS.' WE'LL USE 
SOFT SAND OF THAT THOSE CAMELS! _ •* 

rr~rr r' __uiflFuS 


/ You're plumbT 

/LOCO IF YOU'RE k 
J THINKING OF TAKING 
I A CHANCE STEALING 
1 IT WITH MONTE HALE , 
AROUND/ HE'S PURE ' 
l GREASED LIGHTNING 
\ WITH HIS GUNS/ / 


























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



HA, HA/ SEE THOSE LIONS IN THAT BIS CASE? MONTE 
MALE'LL BE PLUMB BUSY WITH THEM i Z AIM TO TURN 
THEM Loose/ NOW, BOYS, SEAS THE MONEY AND CAMELS* 
WHILE 1 GRAB ONE OF THOSE BRATS,'_ _ 


LET'S SO/ THE SHOW IS ] WHAT 
ABOUT TO START AND J DO YOU 
WHEN IT DOES, WE'LL S RECKON 
GRAB THE.MONEY BAG, 1 MONTE HALE'LL 
FORK THOSE CAMELS ) BE DOING 
AND HEAD ACROSS THE (wHILE-WE'RE 
DESERT WITH ONE OF \ l?OING ALL 
THE KIDS FOR HOSTAGE/] THAT? 


STAND BACK, 
EVERYBODY, , 
OR I’LL PRILL 
THIS KID" 


SO LONS, MONTE HALE ; 
HERE'S SOMETHING TO 
PLAY WITH WHILE WE 
MAKE OUR GETAWAY 
ACROSS THE DESERT/ 
WHERE YOU CAN'T / 
FOLLOW US." 


LET GO OF 
ME / H£LP'\ 
MONTE, 
HELP/' A 


HAND OVER 
THAT MONEY/ 


1 WITH THE 
LITTLE GIRL'S 

ife in danger/ 


THOSE OUTLAWS/WILL SET AWAX 
SUT I C^N'T DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT... YET/ I'VE GOT TO 
TAKE CARE OF FIRST THINGS. 
FIRST...NAMELY THOSE LIONS' 


SaONTE HALE'S STRATEGY 
SOON BECOMES APPARENT.' 


I RECKON I'LL HAVE TO *■ 
BORROW THAT SIDE OF BEEF 
FROM, THE COMMISSARY IN ORDER 
TO ROUND UP tltOSE JUNGLE 
Bjr VARMINTS.' - l,|~Tiff 


THAT'S IT, YOU BLOOD-THIRSTY 
CRITTERS / AS LONG AS YOU'RE 
CHASING THAT RAW BEEF, THE 

rest of The folks'll be a 
‘aB J M .MiL HeAP SAFEf1 -' A. 



































MONTE HALE WESTERN 



... SO we CAN JAM THIS DOOR 
CLOSED/ SOOD Boy, PARDNER 
X RECKON THAT'LL HOLD THEM; 


THE_ DESERT STARTS HERE/ X CAN'T <20 ’ 
C>UT ON IT.' LEND ME VOUR RIFLE,MISTER: 

'-- 1 JUST SOT AN IDEA THAT MAY 

SURE,-- BRINS THOSE JASPERS Mk 

MTE/ TAKE IT.' jha SACK/ 


f WHOA, PARDNER/ THIS IS ™ 
SOIN® TO TAKE SOME MISHTy 
PANCy SHOOTINS, BUT IT'S My , 
ONLV CHANCE BEFORE THEV ^ 
SET OUT OF RIFLE RANG e/W 


THE WIND IS BLOWING FROM THAT 
| BLUFF UP AHEAD TOWARD THE 
'CAMELS—WHICH IS PLUMB PERFECT 
N FOR WHAT I AIM TO DO/ FASTER, 
\PARDNER/ WE'VE GOT TO MAKE 
k \THE TOP OF THAT BLUFF BEFORE 
A \ THEy GET OUT OF "HEARING 
RANGE/ ^ 






























MONTE HALE WESTERN 


It'S A LONG CHANCE, BUT IF I 
CAN REMEMBER THE PITCH OF Tl 
.CAMEL BELL, (T MIGHT WORK.' 


P HERE J 
r GOES' I 
HOPE THOSE 
CAMELS CAN 
. HEAR ME.' ] 


IT'S WORKING.' THE CAMELS J WHAT 

THINK THIS SOUND IS THEIR J TARNAT 
LEAP BELL, AND THEY'RE r' WRONG 
TURNING BACK THIS WAY.yTHESE CRH 


/WHOA,YOU BLASTED ' 

/varmints '.stop! halt.'.' 
(HOW DO you GET THESE 
HEATHEN CRITTERS TO 
. SAVVy "WHOA" 1 


YOU GOT ME, BOSS' 

I I ONLY KNOW HOW 
7 TO SAY "WHCA" IN 
ENGLISH.' I RECKON 
you GOT TO SAY IT 
. IN ARABIAN FOB. 

L THEM TO SAWY/ , 
























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



IT’S MONTE HALE .' 1 

©UN HIM ©OWN, BOVS' 


, PROP youR GUNS, you 
I FUND-STEALING VARMINTS’ 


WHEN I SAy PROP 
YOUR (SMS, I MEAN 

PROP VOUR GUNS.' , 
_ SAwy? —B f tf H 


BAN OUT 
HANP.' 


NOT 

human: 


I QUIT: 


$■/iSPECIALUy THIS ONE.' V 
/ HE'S NONE OTHER THAN U 
1 SLINK McFRY, THE OUTLAW.' 

f there's a thousanp-pollar 

REWARD ON HIM, WHICH 

-- GOES TO yOU, MONTE.' 

THAT’S'- . 

GREAT NEWS, SHERIFf 7^^|B 
JUST CHUCK THE REWARD^fcB 
MONEy IN WITH THE REST *^8 
OF THE SCHOOL FUNDS FOR 1 
EVTRA BOOKS ANP PENCILS J 
, AND SUCH 

























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



MONTf 



MUSTANG GRAY j 


H5HSr u 

•A / / 


\ / J 



. 



Ml™ ° 

By >h. banks of th. Ria Grand.. 



















MONTE HALE WESTERN 



BOSWELL, 


PEOPLE’S 


■ BE FOOl 
ALWAYS 


VS A FUNNY THIN<5, BOSWELL, 

IINE YUH ARE WHEN YO’RE ) 
RUNNING PER OFFICE J^/ 


HOWPY, OLP SLICK.' 
SHORE IS OOOP TUH 
SEE AN OLP FRIENP. 
HOW ARE YUH, ir——£ 


I’M YORE SECOND CHOICE 

s .WHO'S YORE FIRST 
i CHOICE ? jy--' 


JUST ANYBODY 


’) SAV YO*RE 
/MY SECOND 
\ CHOICE Jr^ 






























'Come On, Boys and Girls-lets Ride the Range together. 

JOIN My'RoCKy"UANEf~ 

• POSSE...and help 

me keep taw and Order/ ^ 


actual 


Get this 
OFFICIAL I 

membership 

Badge 


^opt “Rocky" famous 

Vitation to,fin'll be the envy 

esternPosse^Vo we ar this 

;yourS an jS; p’ship badge' Get 

£&&*** 

r\ P a°vTto k eep h ealt^« 


"^Z" a ~ZT tograph o> 

W Has “RockvV* ,* draw 
to certify that “CTature 

official n r!, , ‘ h,sis theory 

Pin ha *r, erSbiP bad ^ 










YUH P6K GETTING 
1 AN6KY, 6AM, BUT 
IP I CAUGHT A 
B(G OUTLAW 
► LIKE ME, I'P 
CELEBRATE BY 
^ THKOWIMG A ^ 


WOULl7 VUH 
LIKE TUM 
V TOC y 


.MUM MOUTM/BEFOKE^ 
r i BECAME AN OUTLAW, 
I U6EP "TO SE AN ^ 
k ARCHITECT ANP I 

ft have a legitimate ] 
^COMPLAINT TUN 7 


MOUTH . 1 
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WELL, YUH CAW RELAX^ 
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ON OUTLAWS? 
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RECOSNIZE 
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> safe/ 
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will slay all the men and we will take the 
women and children as our slaves and return 
to our land.” 

Grunting in approval, the warriors turned 
away to eat by the fire. Finishing their simple 
repast as night closed over the forest, they 
rolled themselves up in their, furs and lay 
there in silence, Gray Hawk watched them 
intently fro'm the secret entrance of the bur¬ 
row. Before the moon had risen, he could see 
that none of them were stirring. All were 
asleep, lying in a ring around the hide-out. 

Watching, Gray Hawk’s mind raced fran¬ 
tically. He would have to warn the Otapi vil¬ 
lage of the danger that threatened them. But 
how? He knew from the tales of the elders 
that the warriors of the Hatchet were danger¬ 
ous ruthless fighters, that they slept as lightly 
as the cougar in the forest. There was little 
chance that he would be able to creep out 
through them unheard and escape through the 
pines. No I They would hear him and, rising, 
would slay, him. The village would not be 
warned and the massacre would take place. 

He would have to do something else, the 
Indian youth decided. His eyes narrowed as 
he surveyed the sleeping forms of the braves 
of the Hatchet. He had heard more than once 
that these killers from the North were very 
superstitious—that they feared the gods of the 
forest, and the souls of the animals they slew I 
If this was true—and they could easily be 
swayed by terror of the unknown . . . there 
was a chancel 

Peering through the night, Gray Hawk saw 
that above the still-glowing fire, hung a single 
branch of the pine tree. It was a big, wide- 
spreading branch, but it hung by a single 
tenacious inch, of wood. Evidently the rest of 
it had been eaten away by a canker. If that 
single inch were severed, the entire branch 
might plunge into the fire. 

Gray Hawk swiftly made up his mind. 
Reaching behind him carefully, he drew his 
best hickory bow forward. He lifted a single 
feathered shaft from his beaded quiver and 
placed the arrow beside the bow. Then, lean¬ 
ing forward, he cupped his hands over his 


44mT*7AKE UP! Wake up, men of the 
VV Hatchet!” An eerie, echoing voice 
resounded through the forest clearing. Again 
it was heard! "Wake up! Wake up!” 

With a single movement, the enemy braves 
flung themselves from their furs and rose to 
their feet, sinewy hands gripping tomahawks. 
Eyes glinting in the light of the fire, bodies 
casting strange shadows in the night, they 
whirled about, trying to pierce the veil of 

“That voice 1” exclaimed their leader. 
“Where does it come from? Who speaks?” 


Again Gray Hawk cupped his hands befor# 
his mouth, and spoke into the burrow open¬ 
ing. As before, his voice came out deep and 
resonant, yet strangely disembodied, like the 
cry of the forest owl! “This is Wa-Na-Ta— 
great god of the Otapi!” he said. “Wa-Na-Ta 
is not pleased with you . . . coming to harm 
my people! Wa-Na-Ta will punish you—with 
death — unless you flee to the land of the- 
North! He will punish you . . . now!” 

The warriors in the clearing outside the 
burrow froze at these ominous, ghostly words. 
One of them began to mutter, “It is their god 
... a mighty portent! Let us save our lives! 
Let us run!” But their leader, less supersti¬ 
tious, caught his arm. “No!” he commanded. 
“Maybe it it is a trick! How do we know?” 

It was the turning point! Gray Hawk knew 
that he would have to convince them at this 
moment ... or not all. Quickly, he took the 
bow that lay beside him, and fitted the notched 
shaft to its string. He drew the arrow back, 
and pointed it at the weakened pine branch 
that hung above the fire. 

“A trick?” he called. “Let me show you 
■whether Wa-Na-Ta deals in tricks!” 

He released the bowstring. The arrow hum¬ 
med through the air, striking true—slashing 
at the pine limb! At once, the broad branch 
plummeted to the ground and fell into the 
fire! A great cloud of sparks sprayed out, 
striking like hornets at the warriors of the 
Hatchet. At the same moment, billowing 
clouds of smoke eddied forth from the half- 
smothered flames! 

Again Gray Hawk’s voice rang out! "Now! 
Now! Flee or you die!” 

The warriors of the Hatchet needed no sec¬ 
ond warning. Almost paralyzed by the fear¬ 
some voice that came from nowhere, this un¬ 
explainable explosion sent them shrieking 
wildly. Dropping their weapons, they faced 
into the forest. For a few moments they could 
be heard running at top speed. Then , . . 
nothing! 

Gray Hawk smiled grimly to himself. “They 
Will not be back,” he said. “They have been 
Convinced that the People of the Otapi are 
protected by a spirit mightier than theirs!” 

Then he began to laugh, slapping his bare 
knee. “When I tell my father what has hap¬ 
pened and show him the weapons the enemy 
braves have left behind, perhaps he will agree 
that a rabbit in a burrow is a worthy ally! 
And perhaps he will let me keep my hide-out 1” 
« THE END 


Follow the exciting adventures of GRAY 
HAWK in every issue of MONTE HALE 
WESTERN. 
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THIS RAIN'LL 
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some \ 
JASPERS 
TfOUND A WHOLE 
. POGSONED 
) MOUNTAIN ~V 
'MADE OF SOUP I 
DIAMOND/ A 


( NEWS ? SOME ^ 
STRANGERS HAVE 
STRUCK A MOTHER 


MAKE TRACKS! NONE' 
>F you HOMBRES IS GOINS* 


' STAND back! if you 

FOLKS ARE SO PLUMB SET 
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PlAMONP BONANZA ,-m^d 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
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